3c eek; I cnarenepiddand 


GRAND APOSTACY 


OF 


The Church of Rome-, 


From her Primitive Pufity and Integrity. 


WITH 


A VINDICATION 


OF THE 


CHURCH of ENGLAND, 
In her SEPARATION from Her, 


AND 
| Fhe hazard of Salvation in Communion with Her. 


Diſconrſed in a 


SERMON 


Preached at St. Mary le Bow, London, 
| On Sunday the 28th of December, 1679. 


By JOHN HILL, Rector of St. Mebye inthe 
County of Cornwall, © 


| 
| 


F O N D O-N- Printed for Seal Heyrick : 


Greys-Inne- gate in Hol/bory, 168 ©. 


——_—_—_— CO OE_ — A —_———— EE —— 


1a I 8. verſ; 34. 


Conte out # of "T3 my people, that ye. he's not ' par- 
takers of ber fins, and that Je receive not 
of her Plagner,, &c. Fo 


# Am not ignorant how much 
Se revelaten 1s: necefiary. to un- 
5 derſtand this book: of i the 
= Revelation, 'and' that Inter- 
bd ;preters- themſelves need in- 

3  terpretafion. : Tt was/. the 
modeſt and ingenuous Confeſſion, of | the 


learned * Arias. Momtanns . - That after thirty * * In Pre: 


years ſtudying the Scriptures , with the help! 
of thermoſt Judictous Expoſitors, yet tie un- 2” 
derſtood onely.two: or three Chapters of this 
Book: 3/ and hence :was-wont to-:fky; That'the 
Expofitors' were:as difficult to be iderfined 
as the Text,there being many Comments that 
my be: more-properly.ctermed; Obſcurities, 
than Expoſitions, on the Revelation. Yet 
As B Hg 
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chough ſome things are laid down myſtically 
in abſtruſe terms, to exerciſe the Judgment 
of the wifeft ; yet others are more familtarly 
expreſſed, to ſuccour the infirmity of the 
weakeſt. Some: indeed .are' ſuch Depths, 
wherein Elephants may ſwim 3 but there are 
others ſuch Shallows, wheiein Lambs may 
wade. My Text is one_of thoſe through 
which an ordinary - Ingenuity may Welle ; : 
neither are the words cloathed wich thoſe 
difficulties which are originally infivenc to 
other: places of. this book. | 
_ The preceding Chapter gives you a : defiri- 
ption of that: Mothes: of 'F ornications, the 
Whore of Babylon, as ſhe was re 
the Apoſtle in a Viſion. In the 16th verſe, 
he foretels her ruite, and propounds the me- 
_ thod of Gods ſeverity therein, in the certain- 
ty, ſuddenneſs, and inevitability: of her de- 
ſirugion : And in my: Fext, cautions; all 
Gods people to avoid her:ſins, leſt they ſinars 
by her puniſhment; to:come; out bf her ido- 
_ leſt they be _— RW in her _ 
ion. 

. In the words, kayo © two things 
fiderable.. you »chngs op 

Le 'A 


[3] 
$2. A Con\mand, Come ont of her C e. 4 ont 
by Babylon." 

2. The ototind and real thereof, and 
that is twofold, (1.) /eſt ye be partakers of her 
ſins, pO ) of bes plagues. | 

he words need not much explication : 
Mi! I love not to make Truths, plain in them- 
ſelves, difficult by my obſcure handling 
of them. | It was the unhappineſs' of the 
School-men, to ravel and*eninarl the plaineſt 
truths of the Goſpel, with their nice diſtin- 
Qions', and perplex@' abſtruſe + notions ; 
(wherein,as OvintilianOrators, Malta mmalitaiy: 
ſed nibil dicunt-;') which'otherwiſe might be 
wound- off by an ordinary Underſtanding. 
But what Explication they need-, you ſhall 
have in this ſhort Paraphraſe. 

Come out of her, | Exite ez: illa, mi popule. 
"Tis not to be ſo mach underſtood of a bo- 
dily departure, in regard of 'a cohabitation 
and Preſence, as of a ſpiritual ſeparation, in 
reſpe&t of Faith-and Religion. Come out 
of her Juderhent and Dodrine, her Faith 
and Worſhip. The words ſeem to be ta- 
ken out of Fer. 51.6. Fe. ont of the midſt of 
Babylon ,  and- deliver every man his ſoul : be 
B 2 not 
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not cut in her aniquety. | And, Ter. 5.0. 8 . 
BUY of the mid of Babylon,. #1tdl "20 


forth. And; Iſai. 48.20. Go forth' of Baby- 


lon : flee from ber , (i.e. ) depart fromher 
Communion : Recedite, recedite, as Funins and 
Tremellizs read the words ; depart-quickly ; 
come not near this Peſthoule, as you would 
avoid Infeftion. 

"My people] i.e: By fingular care,reſpe,and 
atfecion 3' my people;,., by ſpecial favour, and 
covenant 3 you that have owned my Name, 
profeſſed Religion iuÞthe power and purity 
of it, O.go out ofcher.3_ defile. not your 
garments by Babylon' s: Idolatries.; ; for if you 
rouch her, you: will pollute ,your ſelves. 

Ont of her | (i. e.) Babylon. 'We finde 
particular mention of three Babyheve in Hi- 
ſtory... :- 

I. Babylon of Afſpria,; oy nalieg + .on the 
River Exphrates, where was ;the confuſion of 
Languages, and where the Jews .were in Ca- 
ptivity 3 which place/is taxed m Scripture for 
Idojatry L and other Heaven-daring Iniqui- 
ries. 

2. Babylon i in Egypt, ſtanding « onthe River 
Nilus, and for diſtinction called Babylon = 


2 yptio- 


i 
v: \ 


Aving at. ber: Kolagies * : TOR. you,.a 


_- 


gyptzerum:; thought to- 4 9 aimed at by. Sp. 
Peter, |, Epilt.,g. 13: verſ.. - Out of the ru- 
ines-of this; aroſe that .preat City Cayr. of 
3- Babylon. myſtical, whereof Babylon of Af. 
ſyria was a, type 3; and this .is Rowe, which 
( though the-great Fayourers,of: that; -COrrupt. 
Church have endeavour'd to caſt all obſcurities 
imaginable on this Interpretation,yet)without 
the leaſt ſhadow of icruple, ,is here to. be un- 
derſtood. ; . and. the Whore. of Babylon; 1s: (by 
all: circumſtances;). that State: or, Regiment 
of a, People-that were then. the Inhabitants ot 
Rome , or did An thereto. But of this, 


more AnQN-, Te 

That a be: at partakers of oy f ns, wi | Car- 
contriying, for, her,., complying. with, Orc 9 
not. with:them, yet it you. like, ] ele and Tr 
prave of, her..V. REL tis enough: to. make. 
you partakers with her.,; _,. .; 

That you T.Cceri/e..ng .not of tb er. lard Ne ; e in. 
eadem inwolz min; 1 ruin}, leſt. you be. invol- 
yed: 1n.the lame deſtruftion., "Fox there are 
three things in every fin : ( 1.) There is 
"m_ gui tranſit... «2: .) Macula, que Xo a 


And: (3- Y- Parna; "Fhe ack is 
etainſi ent; but' y 4 js pulls arid -Sublt 
bindes over td utihungenk And hence, in 
the Original, fin and puniſtiment'have 6ne 
and the: fame name 3 'to- note (to" us"; that 
where fin is in the Pretniſes, there deſtrudtion 
wilt be in the Concluſion. 


From the words thus explained. hive re- 
ſult theſe four DoQrinal Concluſions.” '- | * 
r.' That Chriſtians muſt be very careful 
leſt they communicate with idolatrous per- 
fons. ' 
2. That thoſe al " of al olives who 


have owned and profeſſed the Name of God, 
aſſerted his Cauſe, and born teſtimony to his 
Truth , ſhould be moſt careful 'of defiling 
themſelves with idolatrous practices.” © - 
"That the Idolatry © praftifed in the 
Church of Rome , is a ſufficient ground for 
our ſeparation from her. 
. That to partake of a peoples fin, is to 
be involved in that peoples ruine. + 
I ſhall wrap up all theſe in this one Pro- 
poſition: + 
_ Thar it muſt'be che great care of al Chti- 
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[7] 
ſtians, who would-not ranthe:batard of their 
Eternal Salvation ,: to: come out of Babyley, 
to ſeparate themſelves; from/the: Faith and 
Religion, of the, preſent Churchiof Rome." 
. In; the proſecution- whetcof, "I F-hal do 
theſe three things. _ - 
I. vi ſhall ſhew that Babylen here is ; meant 
. of Rome... _ | 
+2. What defeQion this- tn anyftical Babylon 
hath made from: her Primitive Varney 
and Integrity. - . 
3 The Grounds of our: Separation » to- 
. gether with, the impoſſibility ſl A: :Re- 
conciliation, + 


| Fi or the firſt, that Babylon here 1s meant of 


Rome, 'is moſt excellently. done:to my hand, 


both. by - Angient-and Maodenn Writers :: i80 
that to-{ay any; thipg after; theta, wete: but to 
light a Candle to he Sun whendflic/ appears ir 
her Meridian, Slory i TIfyou-do buricaſt your 
eye on the; former Thapter;::you: wilt finde 
enough,” and 1 _—_ need. ——_ acct 
It. Fhen, - SILEDN 

1. The Women: $i that- 3 1s, + jake: Whore of 
Babyla; is 131d; to. he a:City; which. reigheth: 
over. the Kitgs-'oi-the:Earthg' and this was' 
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onelyicthe! Romah 'Monarchy at "that thihie; 
there .being| no (other City inthe world Gut 

this, that had: ſuch'a Juriſdiction, 3:51842t © 
And-fo itis expottided not Gnbty by ſome 
Grebk: Authors, ;but-by moſt Latihe'Writers ; 
as Iraneus, Tertullian, St. Ambroſe, SE. Ferome, 
St: Auguſtine , and others. Proſper, alſo a 
Latine Writer, faith , Who cannot underſtand 
what-City:it 1 that clreierh a enp "full of Abo- 
minations, of" Uncleanneſs ;\ and. formication of 
the whole Earth, when that is called Eternal 
which t6-but Temporal 29 'Verlly; it'is a name 
of; Blaſphemy', when mortal mien are called 
Divi, Gods , and their Suppliants ſay unto 
them, To your divine-Power, to your Altars, 
and 16 your Eternity. 'This the Leathed ktiow 
to; be -the Cifriaf?: Rome:j.'which was ' called 
UrbsFterna.; and whetein” the*Emperours 
were: called: Gods”! atid the People flattered 
them with Altars;. and Titles of divine Power 
ahd Eternity, as 'now'they do their Popes: 
with the like Antichtiſtian alk of: The moſt 
Holy, and Tour Holineſs : Who have alſo as' 
blaſphemous::tokens'of Divinity ," asany'of 
the heathen Empevours had, in their Triple-' 
Crowns, iriding on: mens | ſhoulders'; their” 
being 


GC OBA pan, as + 
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being attended on by Kings and Emperours ; 
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their Thrones in Cnurches , higher than Al- 
tars ; and ſuch-like magnificene Pomps of Hea 
theniſh and Antichriſtian pride. : 
Ambroſins Ansbertus, a Latine Writer alto, c,,;: 
850 years lince , calls Rome the ſecond Ba- fe doch 
bylon , who fitting aloft on her ſeven Hills, 8 is 
rules the Scepter of the whole world: and in Fs 
the name of that City, is figured the power 
of the whole earthly Dominions. Hence, 
IL. In the ſeventh verſe , ſhe 1s faid to ſit 
on a beaſt having ſeven heads and ten horns ; 
which ſeven heads be * ſeven hills where- *czi:s 4. 


on the woman ſitteth. Now 'tis well known #91, 
not onely to learned Chriſtians, but to Hea- 75%; 

thens themſelves , that Rome alone is a City 75% 
built on ſeven hills. ris, Bal 


This. 1s thought to be a very filly Argu- 
ment by that Renegado Sanders and others, 
by the ſeven hills. ro prove the See of Anti- 
chriſt to be at Rome, becaule the City is now 
gone from the Hills, and ſtandeth in the 
Plain of Campus Martins ; and the Pope 
ſitteth on the other ſide of the River. To 


- which it 1s well anſwered, That though the 


greateſt part of the City be not now on the 
C {even 
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ſeven Hills, and his Unholineſs his Palace of 
Pleaſure be on the other fide the River, yet 
on theſe hills ſtand Churches, Abbeys, and 
 Monaſteries, where the Papal Authority is 
put 1n execution ; and there 1s never an one 
of thoſe hills whereon the preſent Religion 
of Rome 1s not practiſed. Being galled with 
this, they make two Romes ; Rome Pagan, 
and Rome Chriſtian. The Whore ſpoken 
of, is, they ſay, Heatheniſh Rome, which was 
ruled by thoſe Monſters of mankind, Nero, 
Domitian, Caligula, &c. who writ their Laws, 
and rouled their Garments in the bloud of 
Chriſtians : but the Chriſtian Rowe is not 
here meant. Whereas *tis obvious to every 
one that hath but common rational notions 
alive within him , whoſe Conſcience 1s not 
quite vitiated, and Minde putrified with noi- 
ſome Luſts, but muſt ſee, that the preſent 
Kome, in reſpett of State, Princely Dominion, 
and Cruelry in perſecuting the Saints of God, 
1s all one with the Heathemiſh Empire ; he 
See of the Biſhop being turned into the Court 
of the Emperour, and Shambles of the But- 
cher. 

To avoid this,they farther lay, That Baby- 


lon 
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Ion 1s drunk with the bloud of the Saints and 


Martyrs, ſhed not in Rowe, but in Feruſalem, 


where the Lord was crucified ; and the two 
Prophets being ſlain, lie there in the ſtreets. | 

— This is excellently anſwered by., St. Hze- 
rome, Who faith, That it is not meant of 7e- 
ruſalem, but of Rome; and Chriſt is ſaid to be 
crucifhed there, either, 

r, Becauſe the Authority whereby he was 
crucified was frem the Roman Empire ; or, 

2. Becauſe Chriſt in his Members was, 
and is dayly there crucified, though locally 
in his own perſon he was crucified at Feruſa- 
lem. But beſides the Authority of Scripture 
in this caſe, it were cafie to adde, ( in the 
third place, ) 

3- The favour and defence which this Ex- 
poſition hath received from a multitude of 
Antient and Modern learned men. Hence 
St. Bernard ſaith, That the Beaſt ſpoken of in 
the Apocalypſe, to which a mouth is given to - 
ſpeak, blaſphemies , and to make war with the 
Saints , 1s now gotten into St. Peter's Chair, 
as a Lion prepared for his Prey. And in a- 
nother place, ſpeaking of the Romiſh Prieſt- 
hood, They are called ( faith he ) the Mini- 

$4 ſters 
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ſters of Chriſt , yet ſerve Antichriſt. And 
Petrarch faith, Once Rome, but now Babylon. 
And Foachim Abbas, Antichriſt was long 
ſince born in Rome , and now ſtrives every 
moment to get higher and higher. 

4. And laſtly, I anſwer, That it was fuch 
a Babylon, that tor a while Gods people were 
lawfully in her; but when her Corruprtions 
did increaſe, they were commanded to de- 
part ; which cannot be affirmed of Roxre Pa- 
gan, but of Roxe Papal : and therctore, Come . 
out of her, my people. 

This brings me to the ſecond thing , 04x. 
che great defeQion this Church hath made 
from her Primitive Purity and Integrity. 

The Spoule 1s now become an Harlot, 
and the chaſt Virgin a Mother of Fornica- 
tions : her Apoſtacy is now as infamous as 
cver her Faith was glorious. Some things 
ſhe is confeſled to hold rizht ; as,a true God 
in three Perſons; true Scripture, though with 
additions 3 a true Chriſt , though mangled . 
with foul and erroneous conſequences ; ; true 
Baptiſm, though ſhamefully deformed with 
rotten Traditions : and if you compare Rome 
Chriſtian with Rome Roman, you will ſee her 
defection in theſe five grand inſtances there- 
ot. 1. In 


__ 


1. In the unlimited Jurifdition of the 
Triple-Crown. - 'Fhe Councils of Bafe/ and 
Conſtance decreed, that a general Council was 
of greater Authority than the Pope, and that 
he ought to be ſubject to it. 

The Council of Nice appointed him. his 
bounds and limits ; and the Council of Chal- 
cedon made the Biſhop of Conſtantinople e- 

val with him in Authority and Juriſdiction. 
And- Gregory himſel[f., who fate in the Papal 
Chair, writes , That whoever ſtiles himlelf 
Univerſal Biſhop, or deſires to be called. fo, 
1s the forerunner of Antichriſt ; and many 
learned Papiſts believed this to be true. Bur 
ſince that time the caſe 1s much altered : for 
the Councils of Lateran and Trent have de- 
termined the contrary ; inſomuch that he 
whoſe Primitive ſtile was Serwart of ſervants, 
doth now-exalt himſelf above all that .is called 
God. The beginning of this Supremacy 0- 
ver other Biſhops, was 1n Boziface the third's 
time ; who, with. great ado, obtained of 
Phocas ( a fit Maſter to prefer ſuch a Ser- 
vant ) to. be made Occumenical Biſhop : 
Which Authority his Succefſors have enlar- . 
ged ; and now his Janizaries, the Jeſuits, tell 
us - 


_ Ty 


ns he is that Statue in Danel, which ſhall 
cruſh in pieces all the Kings and Kingdoms of 
the Earth. * He may, as Bofins laith, depoſe 
Kings for juſt cauſes, and without any cauſe 
alſo. Ir belongs to him ( ſaith Sanders ) to 
pronounce Kings Hereticks, to declare their 
Subjedts exempt trom Allegiance, and that 
they ought to be depoſed, if they will not 
Blade it for Chriſt ; that is, for the Popes 
Tyranny and Luſt. And this is not onely 
matter of-their Faith, but Fact. 

2. Not onely in the Supremacy, but alſo 
in the Holy Sacrament of the Lords Supper ; 
for at firſt the people received it under both 
kinds,for the ſpace of a thouſand years. And 
( faith Myraldzs ) The Roman Order comman- 
ded the Wine to be conſerated , that the People 
might fully communicate. And the antient 
Lirurgies of their own - Church do tell us, 
that the People received the Wine as well as 
the Bread. Nay ,- Cajetan ( as eminent a 
Member as ever their Church boaſted of ) 
confefſeth, that the Cuſtom endured a lon 
time inthe Church, even until their ſo-much- 
admired Council of Conſtance forbad it ; and 
then the Romaniſis alrered their mirtde. 


3- Her 
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3. Her defeGion hath been moſt notori- 
ous in that monſtrous Tenet of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation 3 a Doctrine lately brought in, and 
made matter of Faith by Inzocent the third, 
in the Lateray Council, within theſe fr 
hundred years : before which time no man 
was obliged to believe it , but all men were 
left to their own liberties ; whereas now 'tis 
accounted Hereſte to deny it, and worthy of 
Bonds, the Inquiſition, a Stake, and Hell. 

4. In the Worſhip of Images; for at firſt. 
that Church admitted of no Image at al, 
either painted or carved ; no not the Image of 
Chrift himſelf ( faith Erafwas ) to be ſet up 
in Churches : And when they began to be 
uſed, the Church of Rowe her ſelf forbad any 
Worſhip to be given to them , as. appears by . 
Gregory's Epiſtles to Severus. And Polydore 
(a great admirer of the. Romiſh Church ) 
confilerh, that all the Fathers condemned the 
Worſhip of Images, for fear of Idolatry : And 
when the Nzcene Council brought them in for 
ornament, even then they denied them . 
Worſhip. 

5. In the great Article of Juſtification, 
the moſt eminent Pillars of their Church 
having 


[165 ] 
having denied Juſtification by Works, ( as 
Thomas Aquinas, and others ) yet the Coun- 
cil of Trent varied from them , and thruſt in 
mans inherent Righteouſneſs as the formal 
cauſe of his Juſtification. 

Now a Church that hath made theſe De- 
fecions,, and hath introduced {uch horrid 
Errours, ſhould be ſeparated from ; Come out 
of her, my people : which leads me to the con- 
{ideration of the various Caules of this Apo- 
ſtacy ; which may be referred either to, 

1. Her Pride and Ambition. *Tis well 
known what 'arrogance that Church became 
ewlty of, when Tertullian in his time com- 
plained de Inſolentia Cleri Romani. And Lu- 
ther calls them Silk and Sattin Divines, to 
whole proud Spirits the poor and contem- 
ptible way of Chriſt could not comport. 
In that Aflertion of theirs, how do they cx- 
tol their Prieſthood! Creatura paruit Foſhux, 
at Presbyteris Creator ; Sol illi, at his Deus quo- 
tieſcunque verba ſacra pronuntiat : The Crea- 
ture obeyed Joſhua , but the Creator doth the 
Prieſts ; the Sun yielded to him, but to theſe 
as often as they pronounce the words of Conſecra- 
tion, doth God yield. On this conceit it is, 
that 
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[47] 
that they degrade. all' Temporal Princes 
( thoſe Umbratiles Dii) making them ſtand 
bare-foot at their great ' Biſhops gate, hold 
his Stirrup,yea their own Crowns at his cour- 
reſie;. exempting-all - their Eccleſiaſtical Sub- 
zeds from their Juriſdiction , and all the reſt 
from their Allegiance. 

2. Fraud and Perfidiouſneſls the Roma- 
niſts had fully learned, that Regnand: Cauſd, 
all Oaths were to be violated. How grofly 
were the Pope and his Adherents taken in 
forging ſome Canons of the Council of Nice 
for their preheminent Dignity ! And being 
conſcious of their own falſhood, ſtill-con- 
tinue to deprave all Authors that might gIve 
in Evidence againſt them ; outfacing all an- 
tient Truths, and foiſting in Gibeonitiſh wit- 
neſſes of their own forging 3 and leave no- 
thing unattempted againſt Heaven or Earth, 
that might advance their FaGtion. Take a 


- viewof her carriage:to thoſe: that diſſent from 


her. How hathiſhe abuſed all that oppoſed 
her ! charging Wickliffe with Blaſphemy , 
Lather to have had his: Advice: from the 
Devil.;. Queen Elizabeth's Epiſcopal Juriſdi- 
Rich; and ſecret Fruitfulneſs ; ; our | Biſhops 
D ro 
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co have been conſecrated in Taverns; our ca- 
ſting the Cruſt of the Sacramental Bread to 
Dogs : : Witha thouſand more of thisnature, 


maliciouſly raiſed and defended againft Know- 


ledge and Conſcience , for the diſgrace of 
thoſe that diſſent from them. 

3- Covetouſneſs : For it you look on all 
their Opinions about Indulgences, Private 
Maſles, Auricular Confeflion, you will 
find love to Money the cauſe of them al]. 
Hence the humour of that Church was well 
hinted to us.,in the anſwer of a * Prieſt to his 
Friend , whe asking him why he would not 
Abſolve a Penitent without a great ſum of 
Money, replyed, They get Heaven by us , 
and we mult get Money by them. 

4. Neglect of Scripture: And this hath ſer 
open a flood-gate, whereby all the world was 
drowned in Errours: For take the Eyes out 
of the Body, the Sun out of the Firmament, 
the Compals from the Ship , and what can 
follow bur darkneſs,blackneſs,and confuſion ? 
Therefore they wiſh that there had never 
been Scripture ; and ſay , That the Church 
could have done well enough with Traditions 
onely, They call _ Bible char Book which 
hath 
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hath made all the ſtirs in the world ; and 
ſay, That all the Faith a man can have by it , 
is meerly humane, and no more. O! the great 
patience of God , that bears ſuch Blaſphe- 
mies from theſe Monſters of Men |! 
Nouriſhing of fin: Of which this 
Church hath been guilty two ſeveral ways. 
(1.) By her common praGice of encouraging 
thoſe who had been cenſured in the Eaftern 
Churches for foul Miſcarriages, to appeal to 
her, and the would Abfolve them ; and when- 
ever ſhe did inflict Fcclettaſtical Cenſures , 
they were in a great part Pecumiary, and 
meerly to the macerating of the Body , no 
ways to the ſaving of the Soul: which occa- 
ſtoned us to tell them, that peccata raduntur, 
non eradicantur , and Heathen-like they did 
vitia abſcondere,non abſcindere :by this Penance 
there was ſomething done about fin, nothing 
done againſt fin ; it being lke Sampſons Hair, 
cut off, yet becaute the Roots remained, they 
{prung up to their full ftrength again. 2. By 
the ſuitableneſs of her DoGrine to the carnal 
and ſenſual part of man. Particularly, 
1. That Dodrine of extenuating original 
lin , making motions to fin unconſented to , 
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no ſin at all: That a man'hath -power to 
keep' the Commandments :. That to love 
God, binds onely at ſome times : That aQual 
inadvertency in holy Duties, doth not hinder 
the Fruit of them : Thar Prayers ſaid in La- 
tine, though we do not underſtand them, are 
very acceptable unto God, @*c. 

2. That Doctrine of advancing the pride 
of Nature; which tells her, that ſhe can 
merit her own Glory, without being much 
beholding to Gods Mercy ; that ſhe can ful- 
fil the Royal Law, and ſo brave God in the 
face, as if ſhe needed no pardon from his 
hands. O how ſweet a Leflon is this to fleth 
and bloud , even enough to make her run 
mad of Selt-conceit .! 

3- That of commending Ignorance as 
the Mother of Devotion : And thus when 
they had taken away the Scriptures, they ſet 
up Pictures in their room. All their Reli- 
£10n is no other than a pack. of Comple- 
ments, meerly outward and ſenſible, adapted 
to the humour of their ignorant and ſenſual 
Votaries : for, homo eſt mags ſenſus quam in- 
telleius ; to worſhip God in Spirit and Truth, 
can no more be underſtood by them, than an 


Eye 
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Eye can fee a' Spirit. How ridiculous are 
their ſuperſtitious Cuſtoms! Yet not to do 
what Fathers and Grandtathers have done, 1s 
ro profane their Canonized duſt : And inde ed, 
had not the Scripture foretold what an Eclipſe 
would be upon the whole Church, we ſhould 
chink it impoſſible that ſuch Idiculons things 
ſhould be taken up. Becauſe Chriſt 1s the 
Light, therefore they have Light at Noon- 
day : and becauſe Chriſt ſaid, We muſt be 
like little Children, therelive the Monks 
wear Cowls like childrens Swadling-clouts : 
And one Pope made a ſerious Motion in 
the Conclave, That he and his Cardinals 
might ride in a {olemn day on Afles, in 1mi- 
ration of Chriſts humility ; but the Conclave 
thought that the Aſs too much rode the Pope 
already. And thus you have had the ſeveral 
Inſtances and Caules of Rome's Detection 
from her Primitive Purity and Integrity. I 
now proceed to the third thing propoſed to 
be ſhewn, v1. 

TI. The grounds of our Separation from, 
and the impoſſibility of Reconciliation to 
that Church. - 

This+I will confider, 1. More generally, 
2. More particularly. More generally, and 
that by aſlerting theſe three things. 1. The 
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1. The lawfulneſs of the Church of Eng- 
land's Separation from the Church 
of Rome. 

2. That this Separation the Romaniſts 
themſelves cannot juſtly charge as 
Schiſmatical. 

3- That our Compliance with that Church 
1s dangerous, and borders on Ruine and 
Deſtruction. 

I. The lawfulneſs of the Church of Eng- 

land's Separation from the Church of Rome. 

The Church of Rome is confeſled to be 
antient, but not her Errours ; neither do we 
in any ching difter from her, wherem ſhe hath 
not departed from her ſelf. Here conſider 
theſe two things. 

r. That the Church of Rowe was never a 
Mother to our Church ; and we never had 
\uch dependance on her, as the Romaniſts 
pretend we had. Our Chriſtian Faith came 
not from the ſeven Hills, neither was it de- 
rived from Aſtin the Monk, or Pope Gregory. 
Britain had a worthy Charch, before either 
— them look'd into Fer werld.; bwlt on the 
foundation of the Prophets cad Apoſtles : : 
And the account that Hiſtorians give of it, 1s 
thats 2 : 
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chus : viz. That Chriſtianity was propagated 
here immediately after the death of that Proto- 
Martyr St. Steven. Which appears by divers 
paſſages out of Origen and Tertullian. Gildas 
the Hiſtorian of our own Nation ( called 
Sapiens ) afftirmeth, That in the time of Tz- 


berins ( who died thirty ſeven years after 
Chriſt was crucified ) this Iſland of Britain 


received the Faith. Some there are ( and Theodortt: 


not improbably ) who conjecture, that St. 
Paul himſelf preached the Goſpel here after 
his firſt Impriſonment at Rome ; which was 
qrinto Neronis. This is confirmed by a Paſ- 
lage of Venantins Honorivs, viz. 


Tranſit &» oceanum, wel qua fuit Tnſula pontum, 
Quaſque Britannns habet Terras, atque ultima 


Thule. 


Baronizzs himſelf ( one of their own Au- 
thors ) tells us, That he found it in a Manu- 
{cript in the Vatican Library, that che Goſpel 
was firſt preach d in this Nation by Sir 
Zelotes, and Foſeph of Arimathea. | 

In; what ſtate Chriſtianity ftood after- 
wards', appears ot in 'any footſtep of Hi- 
| ſtory, 
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Amo 117. ſtory, till King Lacizs time, who 1s ſaid to 


ſend to Eleautherius the then Biſhop of Rome 
for ſome Paſtors to inſtruct his People in rhe 
Chriſtian Religion. Fugatins and Damianus 
were the perſons ſent over with his Letters 
to the King ; which acquainted him, That, as 
Chriſt's Vicar, he might ſettle matters for 
Religion ( a thing which his Succeſſors will 
not now allow ) within his own Dominions. 
And thus Chriſtianity flouriſhed for ſeveral 
hundred years here: And notwithſtanding 
all the affrightments of Perſecution that was 
then on the Church, and the Heathen Princes 
ſpilt the bloud of the Chriſtians like water, 
yet thoſe ſanguine ſhowers have ever ſince 
made the Church the more fruitful. And 
in the Borders of this Iſland the Primitive 
Chriſtian Religion had publick encourage- 
ment and profeſſion, even to the time of 
Auſtin the Monk, who found here at his 
entrance one Archbiſhop, ſeven Biſhops, and 
a Monaſtery at Bangor with twenty one 
hundred Monks in it: So that ſeveral hun- 
dred years did intervene between the firſt 
planting of Chriſtianity, and Auſtin's coming 
hither. TI ſhould not: be ſo large in this 
Hiſto- 
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Hiſtorical Narrative; but that I know *tis 
objected to.us by the Romaniſts , That we 
had our Rehgion from them , and the Con- 
verſion of the Engliſh Nation was by Rome 
and her Agents. We own that the Antient 
Roman Church was Siſter to ours , but no 
Mother ; there was neer Kindred , but no 
Dependance. But, 

2. Though we ſhould grant them ſuch a 
Dependance, yet ſtill we aflert our Separa- 
tion lawful, becauſe they have ſeparated and 
departed from their firſt Purity. We hold 
with the Antients, from whom they are de- 
parted ; and we hold with them,as far as they 
hold with Chriſt. This will evidence it ſelf, 
If you conſider theſe four things. 

1. That the Modern Papifts maintain ſun- 
dry Articles oppolite to that which hath been 
formerly believed by the moſt eminent Do- 
Qors of the Roman Church ; as that of the 
merit of Condignity, oppoſed by St. Bernard and 
Anſelme, and now defended by the Modern TFe- 
ſuits. Tmages at firſt were onely motivum 
objefinm, - any inducing means to move people 
to adore the Samplar , and no material Ob- 
jet of adoration; which now is oppoſed by 
their preſent Church. E - - | 2.9 
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2. Sundry Popiſh Afertions, now obtru- 
ded, are manifeſtly repugnant to the Tenets 
of the Primitive Chureh ; as, That the Popes 
Judgment 3s infallible : That he is Lord over 
the whole World : That publick Serwice doth 
be$t edifie in an unknown Language: That 
Lay-men mu$t not read Scriptures, &Cc. 

. Many of their Opinions are 1mpro- 
bable, unreaſonable, and abſurd; as, That 
the Scripture hath no greater authority to binde 
or looſe the Faithful than the Church will : That 
the definition of the Pope 3s as anthentick as the 
ſacred Scripture : That Fornication in the 
Clergie , is a ſmaller offence than Marriage : 
That to worſhip Images, 3s meritorious. With 
innumerable other {uch-like Abſurdities. 

. Some of our Adverſaries , more inge- 
nuous than their fellows, confeſs, That we be- 
lieve and hold the fundamental Truths of the 
Goſpel, the main and wital matter of Religion : 
And if we do thus, whois to be faulted, the 
Church of Roxze, or the Church of England ?- 
But herein ſhe diſcovers her {ſelf to be that 
body of which Antichriſt 1s the Head,and that 
Whore and Mother of Abominations. Thus 
in theſe two things you fee ous Separation 
Jawtul. II. 
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IT. Now ſecondly, I aflett this Separation 
to be ſo lawful, that the Romaniſts them- 
ſelves cannot juſtly charge it as Schiſmati- 
cal. 

I ſay. juſtly ( though Stapleton, Sanders, 
Bellarmine , and other Romaniſts, brand our 
Separation from them, with the odious name 
of Donatiſm .and Schiſm ) becauſe it is evi- 
dent out of St. Auguſtine, that as the Dona- 
tiſts never objected any thing againſt, -nor 
could 'blame any thing in the Church from 
which they ſeparated, either for Faith or 
Worſhip : So they of the Church of Rome 
cannot juſtly blame us for departing from 
them, if we conſider theſe two things. 


1. The manner how 


2. The ground for which we ſeparated. 


I. The manner : This was not unchari- 
table, raſh, heady, and unadviſed, nor before 
all means were uſed for the cure of the Ro- 
maniſts, by the diſcovery of their errours ; 
notwithſtanding which , they ſtill perfiſt 
in them. Our famous and learned Refor- 
mers would have healed Babylon, but ſhe 
would not be- healed. Many skiltul Phyficians 


E -2 | have 
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have had her in hand , but ſhe grew ſo much 
the worlſe ; and inſtead of being reclaimed by 
them , hath anathematized them with the 
moſt dreadful Curſes, excommunicated, mur- 
dered, and deſtroyed multitudes of them : 
Nay more, they were denied civil and reli- 

10us Communion with her., unleſs they 
received the beaſts mark in their hands or 

orebeads. All which conffdered, - we might 
ſafely forfake her; nay, could not ſafely do 


otherwiſe : therefore, Come: out - of her, my 


people. : 


2. Conſider the ground and cauſe, as 
well as the manner of. the Separation; 
which was not for ſome ſlight and tolerable 
Errours, but damnable Hereſfies,. and groſs 
Idolatries: the Hereſies fundamental, and 
the Idolatries ſuch, as thoſe who hold Com- 
munion with her, cannot but partake of: her 


ſins. It then to thruſt Jeſus. Chriſt. out: of 


the Clair, and place the Pope as infallible 
Dodtor of the Church, in it ; if to reed the 
Scriptures, and ſet up- Fraditions ; if to take 
off Jeſus Chriſt from being ſole Mediator, 
and thruſt in Saints and Angels ; if to raze the 
{ſecond Commandment, and introduce Image- 
WOr- 
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worſhip, be damnable Hereſies, and groſs 
Edolatries; then the Church of Rome is guilty 
of them : ; and our Communion, on this very 
account, 1s expreſly forbidden : See 2 Cor.6. 
I4.17. W hat fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs with 


anrighteonſneſs ® and what communion hath 


light with darkneſs? &c. verl. 17. Where- 


ore come out from among then,and be ye ſeparate. 
Our Adverſaries themſelves grant, That 
in whatever Church any of theſe depravations 
are found, Communion with it is to be broken 
off, as dangerous and damnable ; which brings 
me to the third thing aſſerted, 9%. 

II. That our Compliance with this Church 
is dangerous , and borders upon eternal Ru- 
Ine. 

This - will appear , if you confider this 

Church under theſe deſtruQtive circum- 


ſlanees. 


- In her groſs Idolatry ; and no * Tdola- *rcos.s. 


ter ſhall ever enter into the kingdom of heaven : 

look on her Image-worſhip , Invocation of 
Saints, Adoration of the Hoaſt ! what is all 
this butiplain Idolatry > The ſecond Com- 
mandment not onely'prohibits this fin , but 


threatens a ſevere puniſhment to ſuch finners. 
The 
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The wiſer ſort of the 'Heathens condemned 
the Worſhip of God by Images , as ncon- 
gruous to the divine nature, and an horrid re- 
fleSion on the Deity. The old Romans ( as 
Varro tells us ) bad no Images for a hundred 
and ſeventy years , in their Divine. Worſhip. 

clm.Alex. The Primitive Chriſtians would rather die, 
*rn- than defile themſelves with Images. Anti- 
henes condemns the uſe of them tor In- 
ſtrucion,. becauſe there 3s ſo great diſſumilitude 
between God and any wiſible repreſentation of 
him , that no man can learn any thing of God 
from an Image. ' And as for their common 
diſtinchon of not worthipping them rermi- 
native, but relative, it's vain and ridiculous. 
And pray obſerve this, iz. that their wor- 
ſhipping of Images , came in with the decay 

of their Piety. 
2. In that Enmity and Oppoſition the 
Romamiſts have to the ſacred Scriptures , 
( thoſe lively Oracles of the living God : ) 


and fo conſider, 


i. How they complain againſt them, as 
not containing all things needful for Sal- 
wation ; that the beſt part of Religion 1s 

ft 
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keft out of them, and onely made known 
to us by their unwritten Traditions. 

. They forbid the people to read them, 
and will not have them tranſlated in 
the Mother-tongue of any Nation : 
And #f once ( as ſome of them boaſt ) 
they could get us out of Scriptures into 


Councils and Fathers, they ſhould do well - 


enough with us. 

, They make the Pope Judge over the 
{ence of Scripture, and forbid all other 
Interpretations but what agree with 
the Church and Pope'of Rome. 

.. Their Mouths: have been open againſt 
them, and have belched forth bitter 
and blaſphemous InveQives againſt 
them : How often do they call the 
Scripture, dead Ink and a dumb Judge ; 
that it 3s not Regula regulans,. bat Re- 
oula regulata, not made to rule our 
Faith , but our Faith to rule it ; that 
it is not fumply neceſſary, and it receives 


all the Authority it hath from the. 
Church and from Tradition , without - 


which it is of no credit at all ? 


What - 
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What horrid Blaſphemy is this? Doth nor 
God command us to conſult his Oracles ? 
to apply our ſelves unto.the Law , ant to the 
Teſtimony ? Ila. 8.19, 20. and makes it a 
renunciation of our Allegiance to-him, to 
g0 amy where elſe for Counſel or DireQion, 
than to the written Word. But we know 
wherein - the -inſufticiency 'of the Scripture 
lyes; they are ſufficient enough tor God's 
ends, but not for the Pope's ends; they are 
able to furniſh every Chriſtian in the world 
with Wiſdom enough how he ſhould fave 
his Soul , but they are not ſo uſeful to the 
Pope's triple Crown ; this Armory furniſheth 
him with no Artillery to defend the Lordly 
Power and  God-like Infallibility that he 
claims; and this is the only defe& he charges 
them with: To ſupply which, the rabble- 
rout of Traditions 1s brought into the 
Church ; this way their fine Wits, with the 
Devils help, have taken, that the: Scripture 
may be declared as inſufficient , and uncer- 
tain, minima particula revelate waits, ( as 
one of them impudenrly writes; ) and fo it 
needs the patchery of their Traditions to 
make it perfet. Juſt as Andronicus ſerved 
the 
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the Emperour Alexius, who gave out that he 
was weak, and inſufficient to govern alone, 
and ſo firſt got a joynt power with him, and 
at laſt an abſolute power over him to de- 
throne him. And whether their Traditions 
have deait better with the Scriptures, let the 
world judge; when Theſe go up, the Scri- 
ptures go down. That we may fay to them 
, Chriſt ſaid to the Phariſees, Mar. I5.6. 

You have made void the Commandments of 
God by your Traditions; you have unlorded 
( as the Septuagint renders it ) and fſup- 
planted its authority in the minds of men, 
who leave Gods Word-to hearken to your 
TOI: 

. Conſider farther , that ny parts of 
Pacers are directly abſurd, and offer violence 
to common Senſe, and the very light of Na- 
ture : For who can rationally conceive, That 
it ſhould be the. Popes right to Lord it over 
Scriptures, Fathers, Councils, Church, and all 
the World £ What poſſibility 3s there, that the 
Kingdoms of the world ſhould be ſubje& unto 
him ? What probability , that Images ſhould be 
worſhipped © Onr Works merit Heaven ? That 
Foe "oy of Chriſt ſhould be in a thouſand places 

F 


at 
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at one. time ©. That the Prieſt hath Fudicial 


Power to forgive ſins ? That the Saints in 


Heawen 


bould be Mediators for 1s to God & 


He that will but indifferently compare thele, 
ſhall finde them manifeſtly repugnant not 
onely to the Principles of Religion, but offer , 
violence to the Law of Nature. 

4. Conſider farther , that in this Church 
the moſt horrid Cruelties are not onely tole- 
rated and approved, but rewarded, and ac- 
counted meritorious. It teacheth Equivoca- 
tion, to murder Kings, to undermine States, 
and to blow up Parliaments ; it diſpenſeth 
with Murder, Inceſt, Sodomy, and all this 
accounted: Lricitum @ Solenne. From hence 
proceeds ſuch Confpiracies againſt our King, 
ſuch Plots againſt our Church and State 3; 
tis not Religion they ſtrive for, but Sove- 
raignty ; and this they will have, or they 
will make all Proteſtant Nations their Sham- 
bles , and ſwim to it through Oceans of 
Blood; and they will this way (if others fail) 
reduce the Conſciences of Subjects, and the 
Crowns and Scepters of Princes, to their 


Devotion. 


This brands them with the In- 


delible Characters of the Miniſters of Anti- 


chrilt, 


a i- 
chriſt, who being but Prieſts, and confined 
to their Books, having no other Commiſſion 
than to go and preach the Goſpel, ſhould thus 
creep into Thrones , filling rhe world with 
Anarchy and Confuſt on;and thoſe whole Souls 
they ſhould win to God , by miniſtring the 
Word and Sacraments, heir Bloud they ſa- 
crifice to the Devil , by ſtirring them up to 
Treaſon and- Rebellion ; per{ſwading them, 
that they ſhall be Canoniz'd at Rome, though 
they be hang'd at Tyburn ; and be glorious 
Saints in H@@ven , though they died great 
Rogues and Rebels on Earth. 

Theſe things duely conſidered in general, 
will tell you that there is hazard , not onel 
of Temporal Safety, but of Ecernal Salvation, 
in our Communion with. ſuch a Church : and 
therefore, Come out of her, &c. 

This will the better appear , if you conſi- 
der, ſecondly, and more particularly, this one 
Argument , drawn from the Religion it ſelf 
practiſed in that Church 3 And this I will 
conſider two ways. 

1. As the Jeſuits have painted and ador- 

ned it. | 

2. As tis ſtript naked of all thoſe adven- 
tittous Ornaments. F 2 Firſt. 


[ 36 | 

Firſt, As they have painted it, and thereby 
recommended it to the view of their igno- 
rant admirers. We read of. ſtrange things 
of certain Painters, how admirably they caſt 
and ſhadowed their works; but the skiltulleſt 
Painters that ever were, are the Jeſuits and 
School-men, the workmen of the Church of 
Rome; not the famous Zenxis, or antient 
Polignotus, or Phidias, did ever beſtow ſuch 
pains on thelr Images, as theſe have done on 
their Idol the Papacie : They have made 
choice of the moſt exquiſite delſces that all 
the Herefies in the world could afford , to 
put the ſame into their Religion. No Policy 
in Machiavel, no Sopliſtry in Ariſtotle, or 
Elequence in Tally, but they have contrived 
ic into their Image : and, fave Truth and 
Sincerity, there 1s nothing wanting. 

The Evangelical Prophet, Iſaz. 44. 1 1,cc. 
ſets down a lively deſcription of this matter ; 
whereby ( deriding the folly of the Gerizles 
he fitly ſhews us the-Idolatry of Rowe , and 
the manner how the Ido]-Religion thereof 
was framed and ſet on foot : For at the firſt 
( you ſee ) it was but a rude Block, rough- 
hewn by bungling Workmen: that were not 
their 
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their Crafrs-maſters, till the Smith,Carpenter, 
_ and Painter came, every one 1n his place, and 


ſhewed his skill. This 1s ingeniouſly ap- ps. w. ;» 


. h his Preface 
plied by a very learned man of our own , to ;j,,% 
the Church of Rome. of the rr 


1. The Canoniſts, like Black-{micths, blew 
with the Bellows of their Decrees, and hea- 
ted and hammered ir in the Coals of the 
Popes Conſtitutions. Theſe were Gratian, 
Pope Fohn, Gregory, and Boniface, with their 
Apprentices that ſerved them ; Hoſtienſis, 
Iimocent, Panormitane, and others of that black 
and ſmmtty Profeſſion. | 

Secondly, The Carpenters that took it in 
hand,were the Fryars and School-men : Theſe 
- ſtretched their line of Method over it , pla- 
ned it with Diſtinctions where ic was rough ; 
and-by their Logick and Philofophy, brought 
it into better ſhape and form : Thele were 
T. Aquinas, Scotus, Bonaventure, Alexander 
Hales, and others. 

Having thus gotten an handſome ſhape 
and faſhion, the Council of Lateran poltſhed 
it over again, gave it Joynts to ſtand upon : 
The Councils of Conſtance and Baſil altered 


the taſhion of it in ſome particular parts ; 
| for 
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for Senenſis and Cuſanus thought the head 
ſtood too high above the ſhoulders, and 
would have it bowed down a little lower. 
At laſt they brought it to Tremt, to the hands 
of their beſt Workmen, who nloilde d it 2 
capite ad calcem , and ſet it up again, when 
the worms had well-nigh conſumed it : Since 
which, came in the third fort of Workmen, 
Vit. 

Thirdly, 'The Painters ( 7. e. ) the Jeſuits ; 
and there is no colour which they have not 
tried, to render it beautiful. Some with 
Varniſh and Plaifter , ftop up the cracks ; 
and Bellarmine was happily born to do them 
this ſervice. Others, as Barons and Surins, 
caſt a ſhadow over it with other colours. 
Sextus Senenſis, and Poſſevine , brag of the 
Workmanſhip, flatter the Workmen,and ex- 
tol the Idol. And thus at Iaſt they have poli- 
ſhed their Idol,ond ſet it before the Lord's Ark : 
And by this means they have attracted the eyes 
and hearts of their deluded followers , inſo- 
much that all that worſhip not this Image, muſt 
into the fiery Furnace , and be offered as a 
Sacrifice to the fury of their Romiſh Moloch. 
Now that which coca are fo fond of in this 
Reli- 
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Religion,is its ſuitableneſs to their ſenſual inte- 
reſts and affections;the greateſt part of which, 
caſeth them from taking any pains in ſpiritual 
cthings.As for Example : They muſt ſerve God, 
but there be ways to diſpence and: turn the 
Spiritual Service into a Corporal, which is 
much eaſter. Sinners muſt have Gods pardon, 
or they cannot be ſaved; but the diſpenſation. 
hereof is committed, with the Keys, to Chriſts 
Vicar , who hath power to releaſe them by 
the Sacraments of the Altar and Penance. 
Hence the.Pope hath mens Conſciences at his 
devotiongg into which he fhdes, under the 
pretence of being St. Peter's Succeſſor ; then 
blindes their eyes, by taking away the Scri-. 
ptures; and ſtops their ears, by perſwading 
them to hear none but himſelf : And hereby 
thouſands are betrayed into the hands of E- 
ternal Ruine. This 1s the firſt thing ſhewn, 
viz. that part of their Religion as ſet forth 
with Romiſh Gloſles and Varnithes. | 

Lam next to ſhew 1t you in 1ts native Com- 
plexion , as ſtript naked of all adventitious 
Ornaments ; and then you will eaſily per-. 
ceive it. to be the moſt monſtrous and ridi-. 
culous , the moſt bloudy and blaſphemons 
Religion in the whole world. 1. Ri- 
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ik [49]. 
- Ridiculous 1 it felt. 
2. + Blafolheaalionik towards God and Chriſt. 
-N Bloudy to all that have and do ym 
her. 
I. The moſt ridiculous Religion , as 1s 
in it ſelf. I need go no farther than their 
Book of holy Ceremonies for this ; which tell; 


us not onely what their rude Ignorants do, 


but what their holy Fathers have dene. This 
teacheth them ro put confidence in Beads, 
Medals , and Roſes, hallowed Swords, and 
Spells of the Goſpel, Agnns Der's, and ſuch- 
like idle Bables ; aſcribing to thgg divine 
Vertue, yea, ſo much as 1s due to the Son of 
God himſelf, and his precious Bloud. - Pope 
Urban the fifth ſent three Agnns Dez's to the 
Emperour, with theſe Verſes : 


Balſamus &» munda Cera, cum Chriſmatis unde. 
Conficiunt Agnum, quod mnns do tibi magnum, 


==-===== Fulgura de Colo, &c. 


Balſam , pure Wax, and Chryſms liquor clear, 
Make up this pretious Lamb I ſend thee hore, 
All Lightning it expels,and each il! Spright, 
Remedies Sin, and makes the Heart contrite. 


And 
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And ſo he goes on in his Blaſphemy , Ewer 
as the Bloud of Chrif$t for us ſhed, &c. And 
leſt you may imagine this to be the Conceit 
of {ome phantaſtical Pope , hear out of the 
ſame Book of holy Ceremonies , the very 
words that every Pope doth ule to pray , in 
their bleſſing the water which ſerves for that 
Agnus Dei, v1. 

That thou wouldft wonchſafe, O Lord , to 
bleſs theſe things which we are now about to 
pour into this weſſel of water , prepared to thy 
glory ; ſo as by the worſhip and honour of them, 
we may have our fins done away , our blemiſhes 
wiped off, and thereby may obtain pardon, and 
receive grace, fo that with thy Saints and ele& 
children, we may merit everlaſting life. Amen. 

Can there be greater Superſtition, Magick, 
or Blaſphemy ? and all this practiſed by the 
very Heads of that Church. Fence the poor 
Laity age hoodwinkrt in a forced Ignorance ; 
who live no leſs without Scripture , than if 

ere were none at all. They forbid Spi- 
ritual food as Poylſon, fetch Gods Book into 
the Inquiſition , and thereby-cheat the Vulgar 
with nothing but ſhews of Holineſs ; ' 1n Pz- 
grimages,” Proceſſions, Offerings, Holy Water, 
| | G 


La- 
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Latine Service, Images, Tapers, Veftments, Al- 
tars, Croſſes, and a thouſand ſach-like , fir 
onely for children and fools; robbing them 
in the mean. time of the found and plain 
helps of Piety and Devotion. More particu- 
larly, conſider it under theſe Circumſtances. 

1. That it hath made wicked men Saints; 
and Saints Gods ; nay, the modern Canoni- 
zation hath made thoſe faints, that were ſcarce 
men : And we have their own Confeſſions, 
That the meſt notorious ſinners have leapt 
into their Kalendar ; and once Sarnted, rhey 
bave the honour of Altars, Femples, Invoce 
| tions; and fome of them in a ſtile fit onely 
for their Maker. 

2. A Religion that profetieth to. be a 
Bawd to Sin , whilft in- practice it tolerates 
open. Stews z and prefers Formcarion, m 
{ome caſes, before honourable Marrimon 
and gently blancheth over the breachus of % 
Commandments with: the name of Vehials, 
and favourable titles of Dimaaution; dari 
co affirm, That wenial fins are no bindrance fo 
a mans Integrity aud PerfeGion. 

3- A Religion that indeed: deſerves nor 
the name of Religion; ; the Ape and. Mnnick 
of 
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of it 3 a very outſide of Chriſtianity ; at beſt, 
a meer formality of Devotion: all whole 
Prayers, Faſtngs, Pulgrunages, @-c. are no 
other than a going to Hell in more pomp 
and ſtate. For look into their Churches, 
there you 'will fee idle Apiſhneſs in the moſt 
ſolema works. The poor Laity in the mean 
while returning empty of all ſound Edificati- 
on, and only full of confuſed intentions ; yet 
are they taught to think this Sacrifice of Fools 
to be meritorious. From thence look into 
their houſes and cloſets , there you wall fee 
{uch a trade of careleſs and lazie Holineſs, 
that there 1s but little difference between the 
Image and the Suppliant ; Piety it ſelf being 
lulled aſleep with their heartleſs and ſleepy 
Veſpers. And if you ſtep a little farther, 
and caſt your eyes into the melancholy Cells 
of ſome auſtere Recluſes, there you may 
tinde, perhaps, an Hair-cloath , a Whip , an 
Hurdle , or the Rope about the waſte : But 
where, in all this, 1s true Morrtification  . 
plous Proteſtant takes more pains wich his 
Heart ina day,than a {uperſtitious Papiſt doth 
with his Skin in a year: the one indeed whips 
limelt , but the other denies himſch ; the 
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draws Bloud from his Fleſh , the other from 
his Luſts. And therefore if you look into 
the whole Courſe of the Roman Catholick 

life, you ſhall finde the Commandments of 
God proteſledly broken ; beſides the ordi- 

nary otice of Idolatry, and frequencie of 
Oaths : Men whoſe finful rebelhons are ever 

and anon ſmoaking againſt Heaven,dare meet 

God in his loudeſt Thunder, and venture on 

Damnation in its moſt terrible form ; ſo that 

God can no where diſplay the Enſignes of 
his Power, but theſe audacious wretches hang 
out their Flags of defiance. 

And; this brings me to the ſecond thing, 
how blaſphemous a Religion this is, in re- 
ſpect of God and Chriſt. 

1. Of God : and that as (1.) it teacheth 
men to worſhip Stocks and Stones with the 
ſame honour that is due to their Creator. 
Hence they worſhip God under the Image of 
an Old man, Chriſt under the Image of a 
Lamb, the Holy Ghoſt under the reſemblance 
of a Dove. And Cajetan doth confeſs, That 
they draw the Images of the Trinity not onely to 
fhew, but to adore and worſhip them. Now 
leſt this ſhould appear to her fimple Clients 


how 
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how palpably oppoſite it 1s to the ſecond 


Commandment, they have cunningly lefr it 
out, as a needleſs Illuſtration, 1n all their Ca- 
techiſms, and Prayer-books of the Vulgar. 

2. As it aſſerts the Prieſts Judicial Power 
in pardoning ſins, and abſolving finners, and 
openly allows and tolerates the buying of 
Pardons and Indulgences from them. So 
that now Purgatorie can have no rich men 
in it, but fools and friendleſs : Devils are tor- 
' mented here , yet men RR Devils, 
and Money can command inen. 

3- As it advanceth Nature to a co-part- 
nerſhip with God in our Juſtification and 
Salvation , and idly puffs her up into a con- 
ceit of her ability to keep more Laws than 
ever God made. And for this, requires no 
other Faith than may be found in the Devils 
themfelves, who beſides a confuſed appre- 
henſion, can aflent unto the truth of God re- 
vealed : And Popery requires no more. 

4. As it relies on the Infallibilicy of thoſe 
whom they grant to have been, and may be, 
monſtrous in their lives and diſpoſitions 3 
moſt of their Popes having been the moſt: 
monſtrous notorious wretches that ever the 


Earth 
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Earth groaned. under ; ( O that it were rid 
of the burden! ) How many of theſe Heirs 
of St, Peter ( it their own Records deceive 
us not ) have by Bribes, Whores , and De- 
vils, climb'd into that Chair ! yet for any to 
fay, that thole men ( who are conteſled to 
have given their Souls to the Devil that 
they might be Popes) can erre, whilſt they 
are ſuch, is Herclie worthy a Scake and Hel]. 
Thus of its Blafphemy, in reſpe& of God. 

IL. In reſpect of Chriſt ; and that theſe 
four ways. 

1. In overthrowing the Pertection of Chriſts 
Humanity , while they give unto it ſo many 
Places at one time, and yet no Place ; Fleſh, 
and no Fleſh; ſeveral Members without di- 
{tinction ; a ſubſtance without quantity, and 
other accidents ; or ſubſtance and accidents, 
that cannot be {cen, felt, or perceived : So 
that they make their Saviour either a Mon- 
{ter, or Nothing, 

2, In overthrowing the Perfection of 
Chriſts Satisfaction : tor if all be not paid, 
how hath Chriſt ſatisfzed ? If temporal pu- 
niſhments in Hell be yet due, how 1s all 
paid ? And if theſe be paid by us, how are 
they fatisfied by Chriſt ? 3. In 
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3- In preſamptuonſly _ ing Chriſts 
ſacred Inſtitution ; by which they facrilegi- 
ouſly rob his people of one half of that hea- 
venty Proviffort , which he leftas his laſt and 
deareſt Legacy to his Church : As if Chriſts 
Ordmance were ftperfluons, or any ſhaveling 
Prieſt could be wiſer than his Redeemer. 

: It impofing heavier burdens than ever 
Chriſt defigned. Hence the confciences of 
their Profelytes are overladen with infinite 
unneceffary Tradittons, far more than ever 
Moſes,commented on by the Fewiſh Rabbies ; 
they impoſing , them with no leſs Authority, 
and exaftmg* them with far more Rigour, 
than any of the Royal Laws of their Maker. 
And this brings me to the third thing. conſi- 
derable, viz. As, 

IM. It is a bloudy and cruel Religion to to. 
all that have,and do oppote her. Ever ſince 
Cain ſet the Knife to Abel's throat, the Chur- 
ches Veins have bled: Rome was firſt of all 
. forinded in Bloud, and filfk endeavours to 
erect its ſelf by t the ſame method of Serpen- 
tme Deſtgnes , and Dragon-like Rage and 
Cruelty. This will clearly appear unto you, 
by taking a view of her, either in her Prim- 
ciples 
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ciples or Practices. - Firſt, her Principles, in 
mw ſeven things. 

. In aſſerting the Power of the Pope over all 
Tam Princes and Kingdoms ; tor he(like his 
Father the Devil)will ſhew all the glory of a 
Kingdom, and give it to ſome Creature of his 
own, if he will fall down and worſhip him. 
They account 1t not onely lawful, - but meri- 
torious, to murder a Proteſtant Prince whom 
they call heretical ) hereby_to introduce a 
Popilh Succeſſor, and advance the intereſt of 
—_ own Cauſe throughout the world. 

. That an Heretick, (for Hereſies ſake, and 
in vant of Conſcience, tbough he troubles not 
the State ) ought to be put to death. This 
alſo cauſeth the effuſjon of much Bloud ; 
and when the Pope hath anathematiz'd a Na- 
tion or Perſon (ne bruta eſſent fulmina) they 
inflame Kings, and provoke them to deſtroy 
all with Fire and Fagot. And theſe we have 
ſadly found to be their Arguments both to en-, 
lighten our Under andings , and inform our }. 
Tudgments in the Popifh Religion : For , as 
one ingeniouſly obſerved, They convince by 4 
Dagger, and enlighten by a Fagget. Hence 
they call. an! Atter Deſolation a Reſtanration, 
"aa 
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aud the fubverſion of three K ingdoms, no other 
than the converſion of them. How, much 
Proteſtant Bloud this Dodrine hath ſhed in 
France and Germany, and how n many Engliſh 
throats have bled by this Knife, is not eaſie 
to judge. 

3- That no publick Faith is to be kept 
with Hereticks ; as if Chriſtiana Fides and 
Punica, were all ove. The Heathens, by the 
Ruſh-candle of Nature, could perceive, that 
Truth in mens words and promiſes, is the 
beſt Ligament in a body politick 3 md the very 
joynts and nerves of all Civil Conſtitutions. 
How. much admired is that Roman, who kept 
his Faith with Carthage , though he knew it 
would -be. his very ruine ! But Tobannes a 
Roman Prieſt. hoy? ſay , That in rn deſtru- 
ion of the Lutherans, Judges were not bound 
to follow either Law, Promiſe, or Reaſon. How 
fad is itzthat Ramana Fides might be depended 
on when Rome: was Heatheniſh , but not now 
it.is become Chriſtian ! and that the moral 
porely of the poor blinde Heathens, ſhould 
ſo. much exceed the Ft of theſe Catholick 
Pretenders.! | _— 

bf That mental Reſernatione and Equivo- 


cations, 


' [58] 


cations, are lawful. This muſt needs over- 
_ throw Civil Conſtitutions, were they almoſt 
Adamantine : For what deluſtons of Magi- 
ſtrates, what evaſions of righteous Judgments; 
what enſnaring of innocent men, what doub- 
ting in Oaths will there be by this means ? 
How can an Oath be the - end of Strife and 
Controverſie, it this be allowed? O ye holy 
Martyrs ! lay aſide your glorions Robes of 
Immortality ! You died like fools,and were 
guilty of your own Blood 3; whenas you 
might have denied and forſworn all, by men- 
tal Reſervations and Equivocations. 

5. A fifth bloudy Poſition of theirs, is, Ar: 
abſolute neceſſity of concealing all things revea- 
led. in Auricular Confeſſion. * This DoQrme 
hath been a private back-way to let in the 
moſt horrible Conſpiractes and Murders. 
Hence 'tis a received Maxime amongſt them, 
That, Nullum lautum malim efſe poteſt, cujus 
vitandi cauſa Confeſſionem prodere liceat : That 
Confeſſion 15 not to be revealed ; whatever pn- 
niſhment be endured. Bellarmine 'praileth 
Garnet the Jeſuit , that would not reveal-the 
Gunpowder-Freaſon, becauſe (as he faith 
Confeſſion 3s Ture Divmso; 'and Temporal ' Au- 


tho- 


thority, Fure Humano. And Caſenbon tells us, 
That # was a Feſnits Speech to him , De Fure 
humano., lewviori dammo Reges onmes quot-- 
quot ſunt occiderentur, quam wel una Confeſſio 
revelaretur : That it was a far leſs Offence to 
deſtroy many Princes , than to reveal one Con- 
feſſtor. 
TI wonder whether they would hide it, if 

there were a Conſpiracy againſt the life of 
their Triple-crowned Monarch. But there 
was one that eſcaped well in this matter of 
Conteſlion, wiz. Father Anbigney; who in 
the bloudy fa&t of Rawilliack being called in 
queſtion , and demanded what was revealed 
to him in Confeſfion , he replied, That God 
bad given him this grace : That whatſoever 
was revealed to him in Confeſſion, he preſently 
by a miracle forgot it, and for all the world, 
could not remember it again. I think if this 
Anfwer ſaved him, it was the beſt Grace that 
ever God beſtowed on him. | 

6. Fhat the Clergy are exempted from 

fubzection, and ſo cannot be-gnilty of treafo- 
 nable practices. Clerici rebellio in Regem non 
eft Crimen Leſs Majeftatis, quia non eft Subdi- 
tus Regi :. The rebellion of a Prieft againſt his 
H 2 


Prince 
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Prince is uot Treaſon, becauſe he 'is net his 
Subje& : for they are by her affirmed to be fo 
the Inheritance and Portion of God , . that they 
are exempt from all Temporal uriſdi9ion to 
Civil Princes and States. Tf fo , what wic- 
kedneſs may not be committed by {tic men ? 

How doth the Pope herein oppoſe the Apo- 
-Me:; Rom! 144 1. Let every foul be ſubje& to 
the higher powers. And it is a known Expli- 
cation of Chryſoftom's, Every Soul, though he 


be a Monk, a Prieſt , thongh he be never ſo 
Spiritual ( as they call it ) 5s here under- 
flood, and cannot draw bis ſhoulder from the 
oak of Allegiance. 

7, That blinde obedience unto Governours, 
3s neceſſary. And let in this once upon a 
People, and you let in the Trojan Horſe, ful} 
of armed Enemies in his bowels : For what- 
ever the Pope and his Officers ſhall command 
to be done (be it to deſtroy a whole King- 
dom, nay, ſubvert three Kingdoms at one 
time) muſt not. be diſputed , - but obeyed. 
Thus what Sexeca complained of as a great 
weakneſs among the Vulgar, ( that homzes 
malunt credere quam judicare ; and that they 
do receive all worſhip of their Gods, Laos 
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legibus quſſum ,- rather than Ds gratum, ) 


will be: made a .Vertue'in .their Votaries ; 
yea, that they meric gloriouſly, by believing 


thus ſtupidly : and-when once theſe Phil;ſtims 
have put out mens' eyes, they will make them 


drudge in what Mills they pleaſe. . 
( that Monſter of men, jag Heir 


8. That 


of all Miſchief ) the Pope, may diſbence with 


all Vows, Promiſes, and. Obligations. 
chat would lately have..made- England like 
all the Waters thereof to. be turned 
into Bloud : Fomthe Papilts being abſolved 
from all Oaths, @>c..'to their Prince, were 


*'Tis this 


thercby the more encouraged to-Treafon and 


Rebellion. againſt him. And how can we 
truſt their Oaths and Proteſtations,. when the 


Pope abſolves them from them? Well there- 


fore is that Antichriſt. ſet forth. by rhe * Dra- « gc,_.. 
20n in the Revelatzow , who 1s both ſubtile 
and bloudy ; and his Jeſuits like thoſe heathen 
Prieſts, that have Snakes in.one hand , and 


Firelirands in:the other; That whch St. Ber. 


laid of the Devil in; tempting mens Souls, 
the ſame may we ſay of the Pope, in teference 
to Body-and Soul, Eſtate and all: Vereor ma- 


21. Serpentem' ghiſcenttm, . quam. Leonem. ru-. 
grentem : 
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gientem + That we fear him more, as he 1s a 
ſhining glittering Serpent”, than as a roaring 
_—Y Lion. ; 

. That to ſlay their Enenties , it 3s Lewful 
to F1 their Friends; if as much good will come 
by the one , ' as-hart by the/other. This was 
propoſed as a Caſe of Conſcience to Garnet in 
the Gunpowder-Plot, ( that Contrivance wor- 
thy onely of Hell and a Jeſuit ) Whether # 
were lawful at that time to blow up the Inno- 
cent with the Nocent ; who anſwered it in the 
Affirmative, That it was lawful to kill Friends - 
in the deſtruction of Enemies, if ſo ninch good 
would ariſe as might recompence the ſlaughter 
of the Innocent. Somewhat like this, is that 
ſtory of a Popiſh Duke, who when he was 
asked by his Souldiers, W bether they ſhould kill 
their Friends in the deftruction of their Enemies, 
returned them this anſwer, Tes: Dems enin: 
novit qui ejus ſunt : God will know well enough 
at the day of Judgment who are his. How 
cruel and; bloudy then muſt they needs be, 
who will kill their own, to deſtroy others 
lives, and at laſt will praiſe and defend thole 
who have dyed their hands in Bloud ; 'voting 
inhumane Conſpirators , to have. been glori- 


OUS 
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ous Martyrs ? - And thus; by what-hath been 
faid., you ſee how all thele Afſertions are 
written in Blood. | 

But if from the Root of thoſe Principles I 
ſhould acquaint-you with the Branches of its 
ſeveral bloudy practices, you would finde no 
corner of the. world wherein the Pope and 
his Agents have had to do, but all hath ended 
ip Bloud. Among many thouſand particular 
Inſtances, take thele few. 

1. Concerning the Waldenſes and poor 
Albingenſes. Although we have no certainty 
of their Opinions, ( they being for the moſt 
part delivered us by Popiſh Authors) yet of 
= Cruelty uſed againſt them, we have ma- 

y ſad Witneſſes, It would make your hair 
and upright with horrour, to conſider how 
many thoulauds of them have been murdered 
in a day ; and not content with their inno- 
cent blood, they. did waſte all the Trees and 
Foreſts, as; i.they had run inro the. wilde 
conceit of the 71463 avg who thought ' the 
Trees to: have a-rational life, and that to ct 
down a. Tres, __ Dern rare as they 
mu. 
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Jamaica, and others, what-barbarous ulages 
had the poor Savages from thoſe Catholick 
Chriſtians ? ſuch actions ( if Hiſtorians do 
not deceive us) as were not fit for Men or 
Chriſtians, bur Briiits and Devils: ' For it had 
been better (as they obſerve ) that thoſe 
Ilands had been given to the Devils, than to 
the Spaniards , who- {pared neither Sex nor 
Age, Women with Childe, or ſuch as lay in 
Child-bed ; inſomuch that that one Iſland of 
Jamaica, with that of Portico Rico, loſi in few 
years Sixty thouſand Souls by Popiſh Cruel- 
ries ; and:they were ſuch as not onely raged 
upon the''Men , but deſtroyed Poſterity. 
The Women here and elſewhere, ſo abomi- 
nating' their ſad conditions ,- that they ſtran- 
gled their Children in the birth , to the end 
that they might not live to ſerve ſuch a cruel 
People. 

3: In France. What an ocean of Bloud hath 
been ſhed there, ſometimes by openand hoſtile 
ways, otherwhiles by private Plots, Confpi- 
Tacies, and Maſlacres! wherein Brother but- 
cher'd Brother , - Sons their Fathers ;/ 'and 
Daughters their Mothers? As in the Pariſian 

 Maſtacre, wherein one would: think! it tim- 
poſlible 


| $-£ 5 
poſſible ( as one obſerves) That a Race of 
People adoring one God, fellow-ſubjes to' one 
Prince, born in one Country, breathing the fame 
Air , nay , a Chriſtian People, truſting in the 
ſame God, redeemed by the. ſame Bloud, govwer- 
ned by the ſame holy Laws, ſhould prove ſuch 
Monſters each to other. Tio , Preſident 
of the Parliament at Paris , abhors the very 
memory of it, applying moſt appolitely thoſe 

Verſes of the Poct to it, and crying our, 


Excidat illa dies, wo nec Poſtera credant 
Szcula, nos certe taceamns, @ obruta multa 
No&te legi proprize, Patiamur crimine gent1s. 


Let that black day be razed out of our Ka- 
lendar for ever, that it may die with us, and 
never come to the knowledge of our Poſte- 
rity. 

- In Ireland. Whoſe heart hath not 
been affected with the doletul Tragedies 
acted on that Stage ? How have they cruelly 
devoured, and ſpared no more than Tygers 
and Wolves? O what a loud Cry has gone 
to Heaven from the Bloud ſpilr there! Every 
drop hath a voice, which cries aloud in the 
cars of God for Vengeance on them. 

I As In 
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5. Intheir Attempts on Ergland ever ſince 
the Reformation. That at this very day, 
King and Kingdom, Liberty and Eſtate, Life 
and Religion , are deſigned for Sacrifices to 
Popith Cruelty. Think, O Lucifer, and ima- 
gine, O Prince of Darkneſs, a more helliſh 
deſigne, if thou canſt ! What darkneſs would 
cover our Land , when our Sun and Moon 
( the great Ones of the State) ſhould be tur- 
ned into Bloud ? What would become of 
us, if theſe Philiftims bad taken our Ark ? 
How ſoon would our Mwmſters be turn- 
ed into corners, or ſent to Heaven 7z# 
fiery Chariots £ Our Bibles turned into Pi- 


Qures, our Tables to Altars, and our Heaven 


immediately into a Hell ? O znnocent Caraline 
and Verres, to theſe men Liwvie tells us of 
a deſigne to diſpatch the whole Senate of 
Rome 1n an hour ; And at Carthage there 
was a Project ſet on foot to cut off at once 
the Nobleſt and Loyaleſt Families in the 
State. But had not this been abortive (which 
God grant it may ever be ) it would have 
proved the Funeral of all our Sanctuaries, 
the Grave of all our Religion, the Dooms- 
day of all our Liberties, the Rnine of King 
and 
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and Kingdom ; a Treaſon made up of ſuch 
monſtrous complicated: Circumſtances , that 
all others ſeemed to be drown'd and loſe 
their name in thiss Thus much as to the 
Doctrinal part. 


From what hath been ſaid, may naturally 
be inferred, 

I. The impoſlibility of Reconciliation to 
ſuch an Apoſtatizd Church. I know there 
are ſome who think that there is little diffe- 
rence between the two Churches of England 


and Rome, and undertake to ſhew us the 1e- 


veral Advances the one hath made towards 
the other ; and thele are either, 

x. Some Politick Romaniſts, who hereby 
would extenuate the foulneſs of Popery ; 
or, 

2. Some 1pnorant and looſe Proteſtants, 
who live void of the knowledge and conſci- 
ence of all Religion; men who live tanquam 
peamniterent non pecudes natos, as if they repen- 
ted they were not made Beaſts ; whoſe Rea- 
{on 1s their burden, and light of mind their 
offence 3 who are ſo given up to their ſen- 
lual Appetites, as if they were all fleſh, and 

E. 2 had 
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had no Spirit; who rake up (thoſe heaven- 
ly Sparks ) their Souls in aſhes, never conſi- 
dering their original capacity and end, or 
that Viaticum Aternitatis, proviſion that is to 
be made for them unto Eternity. Theſe men 
are moulded for Heatheniſh as well as Popiſh 
Impreſlions. 

Bur if we rightly conſider the Purity of 
our own Church, and the Apoſtacy and Cor- 
ruptions of the Church of Rome, you will - 
finde an impoſſibility of Reconciliation : 
For (rebns ſic ſtantibus ) as the caſe is, that 
Church muſt put off it ſelf, and ceaſe to be 
what it 1s , ere 1t can begin to be once again 
what it was 3 for Subſtance, Credit, Fame, 
Vertue , and Honour have at once forſaken 
her , and by long diſuſe have left her worſe 
than naught. Neither can we ſee how theſe 
houſes can be repaired, but they muſt be 
pulled down to the very foundations, and 
then built from the ground : But if there be 
any poſſibility, it muſt come either from her 
{elt or others ; not from her felt, becauſe ſhe 
obſtinately detends her Errours not onely 
with Tongue and Pen, but with Fire and 
Sword ,. and will-not yield fo much as that 


{he 
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the can erre ; refuſing to amend thoſe noto- 
rious Abuſes which by the moderate Verdi& 
of her elect Cardinals are condemned,and by 
the palpable -Flatteries of her laſt and worſt 
Paraſites ( the Jeſuits ) is grown not onely 
ſecure , but more proud and arrogant than 
ever ſhe was. Can it be then from others ? 
How oft hath this been endeavoured to no 
purpoſe ? Rome may be ſacked and battered 
( as it hath often been ) by Military Forces, 
but purged by Admonitions , Convidtions, 
and Cenſures, it will never be. Now the 
impoſlibility of our Reconciliation ( beſides 
theſe things I haye already named ) ariſeth 
from the pride and ufurpation of the Head 
of their Church, being armed with that Poſi- 
tion , That he cannot Erre.* This , without 
hope of Reconciliation, divideth Chriſtendom : ; 
and many other Do&tinal Controverſies are 
{ubtilly kept on foot, to be a RO 
for this. 

Adde to this, cheir hitrels againſt our Re- 
ligion above all others: Jews and" Greteians 
are tolerated in Rome it-ſelf; their Ceremo- 
nies, Synagogues, Services, yea; and-Circum- 
ciſion it ſelf TIT to wir or pants as: well 


as 
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as to the living 5 by which the Romaniſts de- 
clare themſelves to be better friends to the 
Turks and Jews than to the Proteſtants : 
not to inſiſt on that deteſtable Virulence of 
their Tongues, and Call in their Ink, againſt 
our firſt Reformers ; which hath not-ſtayed 
thete, but broken out into their moſt barba- 
rous Butcheries and cruel Bloud- ſheddings. 
They oblige the Conſciences of Catho- 
licks to. a Separation from all our Eccleſi- 
aſtical Aſſemblies , are afraid that any of our 
Books. (* eſpecially our Tranflations of the 
Bible .) ſhould' be read inany of their Do- 
minions; and where they cannot turn , will 
be fare to burn Proteſtants. O the many 
miſerable Maſlacres, Canibal-like Conſpira- 
cies, and tragica] Murders , that they have 
been guilty of ! Who are ignorant what 
Fiercenels, Fears, and Fires were raiſed to 
conſume the innocent badies of the Saints 
living and dead; and that in ſuch fort, as 
cvery: cortier of, the:Land: ſectmed- as hot as 
Nebuchadbezzar's Furnace , even feven times 
hotter than-it uſed tobe 3 wherein were to 
be caſt: whoſoever world, not fall down and 
worfhip the, Image- which, that Romyh Nebu- 
chadnezzar had erected. Now 
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Now what Arguments can be uſed to per- 
{wade us of their Reconciliation to: us, either 
in the whole or in part of our Religion, ſince 
they deem 1t no other than a peccant humour 
neceſfary to be purged out every few years, 
either by Murder, if it prevail in the Head, 
or by Maſſacre, it in the Body of any Nation ? 
And rather than it ſhould not, they will not 
ſtick with Blaſſzzs: ( at the Commandment 
of their great Gracchus ) to fet. on fire the 
Capitol it ſelf, to lay hands on ſacred Maje- 
ſty, and to 5mbrue them in his Royal bloud ; 
to ſubvert Religion , to facritice our Lives, 
Liberties, and- all, to: their -ambitious Luſts 
and Revenge. When then you are willing 
that your Souls ſhall be damned, and Bodies 
deſtroyed, then think of Recomtiliation, | 

HY. Let us now fee our duty; which is, 
firſt, to hate and oppoſe the Popiſh, and to 
embrace and keep cloſe to the Proteſtant 
Religion. 

Firſt, Hate and oppoſe the Popiſh Religion. 
Let the high praiſes of God be in our mouths, 
and a two-edged ſword in our hands, to be a- 
venged on that Scarlet Whore , that Mother 
Fornications , that hath made her ſelf drunk, 


with 
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with the bloud of the Saints -and Martyrs of 
Teſus. They muſt be puniſhed by us, or 
we ſhall be ſo by them; ' Let's make no 
friendſhip with angry men., much leſs with 
bloody; men : Tis the oreateſt honour that 
can'be put;upon : us, ' to be' Inſtruments of 
their deſtrution. This duty reſpedts us in 
whatever relations we are, be we either Ma- 
giſtrates, Miniſters, or private Chriſtians. ' 
The Magiſtrates, by repreſling thoſe Per- 
verters of our Faith, and encouraging Prote- 
ſtant Principles and PraGices.” 'Tis not Rea- 
ſon;of State,. but. Ruine, of. State, to gratifie 
thoſe men who would: rejoyce to ſce our 
Glory | in the duſt. 
Miniſters, by preaching up the excellency 
of this way, 'ipreſerving. the pattern of whole- 
ſome words,, and ſbeaking the things which be- 
come ſound DofGirine ; | to take heed of their 
own mixtures , and not adulterate the Do- 
Arine of Faith to pleaſe rev. The beauty 
of heayenly 'Truths wants-not the 'paint e1- 
ther of Humane or Heretical Additions. The 
Babes of Chriſt muſt be fed with ſincere 
' Milk; and. the ſoreneſs of mens eyes muſt not 
hinder the Lights of the Church from ſhining. 
| And 
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And next by confuting Gain-ſayers, not onely 
have a voice to call their Sheep, but to drive 
away Wolves; one to eſtabliſh Truth, and 
another | to: oppoſe: Errour ; one af their 
"POR muſt work , the other hold the wea- 

Their breaſts ſhould be Store-houles 
of Spirirual Armour, be furniſhed with skill 


. In Scripture, in which they ſhould be mighty 


and jn the writings of men, even of Hereticks 
themſelves; to beat them with their own 
weapons, to kill Goliah with his own ſword. 
Are we in the. lower Orb of private Chri- 
ſtians? We muſt oppole this many-headed 
MS, and that, 

. By confuting the debauched Romeniits 


a the Language of our heavenly lives. 


2. By an holy and ſtout confeſſion of the 
Faith : a dumb Faith is not a divine Faith, 
but the Faith of Devils ; 'tis not enough to 
confeſs Chriſt in times of encouragement, but 
in times of contradiction. This 1s the onely 
boldnets, and curſed be that modeſty which 
makes us aſhamed of our Maſter. 

3. By ſuffering for it: if God calls us to 
it, tollow our Captain, who was made perfect 
by ſuffering ; and fea] Proteſtant Truths with 


K our 
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our deareſt Blouds. He that faveth his Life, 
and forſaketh his Faith; never liveth comfor- 
tably ; yet thouſands that have loſt their 
Lives, and kept their Faith, have died joyfal- 
ly ; they could welcome the Croſs of Chriſt, 
and Everlaſting Lite. 

Now in this oppoſition we are to ad re- 
ſolutely and valiantly: Dangers muſt. be 
deſpiſed , Difficulties adventured on , Ter- 
rours contemned, vigorouſly and fervently, 
Zeal being the beauty of Chriſtian Under- 
takings , unanimouſly,and with one conſent : 
For how: eafl ly will Errour prevail , when 
the Proteſtant Champions are divided among 
themſelves ? And how can they venture 
their lives one for another in' War, who will 
not do ſo. much aslove one alother i in Peace ? 
Let's obſerve the Apoſtles counſel, and ftand 

aft in one ſpirit, with one minde , firiving to- 
gether for the faith of the Goſpel, Phil. 1. 27. 
Can there be greater encouragements to this, 
than our preſent Fears and Dangers ? And 
O that now we did all appear as one Man a- 
gainſt this common Enemy! O that Babylor's 
Towers were humbled, her Pillars and Foun- 


dations razed , her Vaults digged vp, her 
Mo- 
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Monuments defaced , and her Altars facrifi- 
ced to Deſolation ! In a word, That all her 
Buildings were demoliſhed, and not a Stone 
left upon a Stone, but -in rude and ruinous 
heaps, to tell us, that here once Babylon 


ſtood. 


Secondly, Embrace and keep cloſe to the 
Principles and Practices of the Proteſtant Re- 


ligion, 'Tis -obſerved by an eminent Pre- 


late of our own, that (among many others 
that go under that name ) there are five Re- 
lIigions on Earth which ſtand in competition 


for Truth, viz. Fewiſb, Turkiſh, Greekiſh, Po- 


piſh, and Reformed ; whereof each pleads for 


it ſelf, with diſgrace of each other. 
1. The Jewiſh Religion. Theſe men have 
very little to ſay for themſelves, but impu- 
dent denials of Jeſus Chriſt ; whoſe very re- 
fuſal of him , proves him ſtrongly to be the 
Mefſkah. And' were ' there no other Argu- 
ments', yet God himſelf hath ſo ſtrongly 
confuted themby the voice of his Judgments, 
that the whole world doth'hifs at their Con- 
viction, their fin being written in capital Let- 
ters i their defolation andicontempt. 
2. The Tarkzſb: Religion ( if 1t deſerves 
| 7. INN 


that 


B.N. in his 
Epiſtles, 


['58 | 
that name amongſt Chriſtians) and this ſtands 
upon barbarous Ignorance, 'and' palpable Im- 
poſture ; yet Joe here a {ubtile Devil in a 
groſs Religion : for when he ſaw that he 
copld not by {ingle twiſts of Hereſie, put 
down the well-hailt Walls of the Church, he 
windcs them all up into one Cable, to try it 
19 Cord of ſo many tolds might prevail. 
As with Sabellizs, 10 deny the diſtinction of 
perſons in the Trinity ; with Arizs , Chriſts 
Divinity ; with Macedonins, the Deity of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; with Sergius, two Wills in Chriſt ; 
with Marcion, Chrifts Sufferings : And theſe 
Policies ſeconded with Violence and Cruel- 
ry. Odamnable mixture ( as one obſerves) 
miſerably ſucceſsful! Their Alchoran,a Fardle 
of fooliſh Impoſlibilities ; their whole Reli- 
gion, a mongrel Iſſue of an Arian, Few, Ne- 

orian , and Arabian ; a Monſter of many 
Seeds, arid all accurſed : Nature hath light 
enough to condemn a Turk as the worlt of 
Pagans. 

3. The Greekiſh Church puts 1in' the next 
claim, but with little better ſucceſs; who are 
become the baſeſt. Dregs of'- all Chriſtians, 
being little ſuperiour. tothe Tarks in know- 

gs ledge ; 


ledge ; more idolatrous than Heathens , and 
ſuperſtitious than Papilſts : the very Name of 
rhein 1s Confutation enough. From thence 
I deſcend to the main Rival of Truth, 01s. 
4.- The Religion ( or rather FaGtion ) of 
the Papacie. Now whereto tends this, but 
to make Nature vainly proud, or carele{sly 
wanton ? (7) Vainly proud, by telling her, 
She hath free will to do good, can vo of ber 
felf, merit Heaven, and pay God ſatisfaction. 
2) Carele(sly wanton, in that it teacheth, 
That Chriſt died effe&rually for all : That men 
may fave the labour of trying and examining 
themſelves, and believe onely as the Church be- 
lieves : That the ſacrifice of the Maſs, in the 
very work wrought, awvails to obtain pardon, not 
in this life onely, but when they lie frying in 
Purgatory : That Alms given, merit Heawen : 
That abſtinence from ſome Meats and Drinks, 
3s meritorious : That one man may deliver ano- 
thers Soul out of purging Torments ; ſo that 
he that wants not both Money and Friends, 
need not fear the {mart of his {ins. O Re- 
ligion ! ſweet to the Wealthy,but {ad to the 
Poor ! Who will now care how lazy his De- 
votions, or how lewd his Lite be, that knows 


theſe Refuges to flie to ? 6. Next 
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. Next comes in the ReligionI perſwade 
you to ſtick cloſe to, wiz. the Reformed Pro- 
teſtant Religion ; which you may ſee in op- 
poſition to all theſe. — 

To the Fewiſh, in acknowledging . Jeſus 
Chriſt come into the world , and depending 
on him alone for Life and Salvation. 

To the Mahometan, in caſting aſide all her 
Blaſphemies and ridiculous Fopperies. 

To the Greekiſh, in pitying her Ignorance, 
and jamenting her Ruine. 

To the Popi/b, firſt,in depreriating Nature ; 


ſecondly, in advancing Grace. 


1. She depretiates Nature, kneads her in 
the Duſt, ſpoils her of her proud Rags, loads 
her with Reproaches, and gives Glory to 
him who ſays he will not give his Glory to 
another ; acknowledging her beſt Actions to 
be faulty , her Satisfations Debts , and her 
Delerts Damnation. 

2. In advancing Grace : * By this we are 


ſaved, not of our ſelves, it is the gift of God. 


Every ſtep in our aſcent to Mount Zorn, 15 
Free-ſtone ; and the golden Chain of mans 
Salvation, is richly enamelled with free Grace. 
This lays the foundation and top-ſtone of 
| Glory; 
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Glory 3 this 1 is the Religion we muſt ſtick to 
in 1ts Principles and Practices. We muſt not 
be Proteſtants in the Bark, and Papiſts in the 
Core; Lambs and Doves without, and Lions 
and Bears within. This 15 the Religion we 
muſt be ſaved by, and in this of all others is 
the ſureſt Path to Everlaſting Happineſs. 
Let me perſwade.you then, in the words of 
the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 1. 13. to bold faſt the 
form of ſound words, WON you have heard in 
faith and love. 

In Faith towards God , and Love towards 
man ; or Faith in Chriſt, and Love to Chriſt ; 
or Faith, as comprehending the Credenda. and 
Love the Facienda of every Chriſtian. Theſe 
are the ewo hands with which you muſt hold. 
faſt the Proteſtant Religion. 

F Pg Faith ; and that three ways. 

. As it ſecures our ſtanding ; : this is an 
hold-R GCrace. Unbelief is the root of A- 
poſtacy , but Faith is the ſpring of Perſeve-. 
rance. This will keep uscloſe to Proteſtant 
Principles. 

2. As it doth realize all the truths of the 
Goſpel : So that thotigh rhe petty notions 
and foolerics in Popery may gratifie your 
fan-. 
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fancies,yet can they have no influence on your 
Conſciences. By this we can both live upon 
the Truth, and (when God calls) die tor it. 

. As it helps to fetch ſtrength from 
Chriſt, to do and ſuffer, to live and die for 
him. This inveſts the Soul with a kind of 
Omnipotency, inſomuch that other mens Im- 
poſlibilitiesare Faiths Triumphs. 

Secondly, Love : Your love will hold faſt 
the Truth,when (happily) your learning may 


Fox 49s ICt It 9O. You may not (with the Martyr )be 
©4393 able ro diſpute for the Truth ; but it you 


love it, you will die for it. Learning hes in 
the head, bur Love lies in the heart. This 
will make you ſay to the Proteſtant Intereſt, 


as ſhe to her Mother-in-law, Rath 1.16, 17. 


IV hither thou goeft, I will go ; and where thou 
hdgeft, T will lodge : thy people ſhall be my 
people, and thy God my God : Where thou dieft, 
will T die, and there wilt I be buried : the Lord 
do ſo to me, and more alſo, if ought but death 
part me and thee. Tis for want of this, that 


2 Tim.z.5, God -giwes men over to believe a lye, to be led 
2 Pet.1.15, Captive by divers liſts and pleaſures, to follow 


onmningly de viſed fables, and to bold the truth 
i unrighbteouſneſs. 


Tet 


* DO : 


Let us now love the Proteſtant Truth, borh 
in the Purity and 1n the Profeſſors of it: And 
truly it ever there were a time for our Union, 
this is it. May we not fear that the negle& 
of Proteſtant Unity. will make way for Po- 
piſh Unity ? That Party cannot be. ſtrong, 
but by our weakneſs ; nor armed, but by 
our nakedneſs; or come in amongſt us, 

but by that Jane of our own diviſions. O 
that we might confider theſe things ; that by 
{o much the greater her ſubtilties are to divide 
us, we may the more firmly be united in our 
Prayers to God, and in concord between our 
ſelves ; that we may not expoſe our Perſons, 

Eſtates, Lives, Poſterities ,Religion and all, to 
the crafty and bloudy advantages of theſe 
Enemies of the Proteſtant Church ! Shall 7o- 
ſeph and Benjamin, Moſes and Aaron, Abraham 
and Lot fall out,eſpecially when the Canaantes 
are in the land ? Shall Gebal, Ammon, and 
Amaleck, and the Philiftims at Tyre, agree 3 
And ſhall Lambs and Doves rend; tear, and 
{cratch' one another ? O let it not be ſpoken in 
Gath, nor publiſhed in the ſtreets of Askelon : 
Let us now endeavour to keep the unity of the 
ſpirit in the bond. of peace"... It wall be our Ty 
$a | wt L an 


and Honour, as well as Happineſs and Safety, 
ro love one another, and appear as one man 
againſt the common Enemy. O that now we 
might begin , Goon, and proſper ! 'tis not the 
Contention,but Conſtancy,that ſets theCrown 
on the Chriſtians head. Tt will be an unar- 
iwerable Dilemma, If the Proteſtant Religion 
were bad, why did you profels 1 It ? if good, 
why did you deſert it ? To confirm you the 
more in the conſtant Profeſli ion of it, conſider 
ws 

. We have the Scriptures on our fide, in 
_ places free from ambiguity : we hve 
under the cleareſt diſpenſations of the Goſpel- 
covenant, and the Light thereof is not yet e- 
clipſed (and we hope never will) with Jewiſh 
Miſts or Poptth Foys. 

2, We have the Principles of Relipioh, 
which direaly lead to every point of our 
Faith,and inſtructs us in our way to Salvation. 

. We have the antient Fathers, the Ma- 
ieſly of elder times,and reverend countenanice 
of the firſt Antiquity ; ſo that all their glory 
therein, hath (by our nes} been _ 
into their ſhame. 


4. And laſtly, which may peifrade | any 


man 


man ( not drunk with prejudice )- we have 
had the mercies of ' God to plead for us, 
whereby our Church hath been miraculouſly 
upheld. When Rome and Hell threatned 
us, then God defended us ; when our Neck 
hath even been on the block, and the inſtru- 
ments of death prepared to cut off our hves 
and hopes together, then God diſappointed 
them, and reſcued us; What remains now ? 
but that we' break off our Iniquities by Repen- 
tance , put a Bill of Divorce into the hands 
of our deareſt Luſts, run them thorough 
with the ſacrificing Knite of Mortification ; 
that we no longer turn Grace into Wanton- 
neſs, nor theſe miraculous Preſervations into 
ingratetul Apoſtacies. 

By this way onely it 1s , that we can be 
true to our own happineſs, be laſting 
Monuments of Mercy-unto Poſterity, and 
creat Trophies of Victory over all Antichri- 
ftianiſm amongſt us. Then would the ſe- 
veral Foundations of the Kingdom be ſet- 
tled in a ſound and flourithing Conſtitution : 
For then Piety would be the Pillar to every 
Profeſſion ; Learning adorned - with Piety, 
; Law 


Law adminiſited with Picty , and Council 
managed with Piety ; then would Religion 
flouriſh, Peace {crtle, and the Goſpel ring 
in the Ears of the Generations unborn. . How 
quickly would our Darkneſs be diſpelled, 
our Shades flee away, our Diſtractions be 
removed, and an happy Calmneſs and Sere- 
nity cover the face of the whole Nation ? 
Which that it may, the Lord of his infinite 
mercy grant: To whom with the Father, 


EXc. 


